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Dr. Michael A. Verro is the Assistant Director of Criminal Justice Programs at Excelsior College in Albany, New York. There are now approximately 1,467 students enrolled in the program with an average of 875 students taking criminal justice courses at any one time. Dr. Verro has about 150 faculty working for him, and the program is now the largest program in the school of liberal arts. There are five concentrations within the criminal justice major: Administration of Criminal Justice; Corrections; Law Enforcement and Public Safety; Homeland Security; and Criminal Profiling and Investigative Analysis. The program also offers two professional certificates: one in Homeland Security and one in Criminal Profiling and Investigative Analysis; each is based on 16 credit hours of academics.
Dr. Verro worked in law enforcement for more than 20 years in Vermont as a police officer and detective, and 3 years for the Federal government in the Drug Enforcement Agency Drug Task Force. He received his Ph.D. in academic psychology from Walden University. He also holds a master’s degree in clinical psychology from Saint Michael’s College in Colchester, Vermont. His dissertation research was entitled “Psychosocial Motivation of Career Choice for Contemporary Law Enforcement Officers.” Dr. Verro has authored many courses both for traditional college classrooms and the online environment as well as having written a custom published book on law enforcement psychology. This April, he will have a manuscript published on Sociological Viewpoints entitled “Incarceration: Psychosocial Pro’s and Con’s.”

Dr. Verro is attending this conference in order to learn more about implementing emergency management education into Excelsior College’s Homeland Security Program. Also, he feels this will provide him with an opportunity to network with other educators in the field and possibly develop working relationships. At this time, Excelsior does not have a specific emergency management program, but this genre of courses will most likely be added to the curriculum as the Homeland Security concentration and certificate are expanded.
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