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Mr. Joseph Varner is currently a Fellow of the Inter-University Seminar on Armed Forces and a Society and National Security Fellow at the Canadian Centre for Policy Studies. He has served as senior advisor on national security matters to the Rt. Hon. Joe Clark, Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party of Canada and a former Prime Minister; the Hon. John Lynch-Staunton, the first leader of the Conservative Party of Canada; and the late Hon. J. Michael Forrestall, Deputy Chairman of The Senate Standing Committee on National Security and Defence. He was also a special advisor to the Speaker of the Senate, Hon. Noel Kinsella.
Mr. Varner has taught both graduate and undergraduate courses in homeland security, national security, emergency and disaster management, and intelligence studies at American Military University, and he has served as the program director for the Department of Homeland Security. Mr. Varner is currently senior advisor to Canada’s Minister of National Defence, the Hon. Peter Gordon MacKay.

Mr. Varner is the author of Canada’s Asia-Pacific Security Dilemma, former contributing editor of Maritime Affairs, past associate editor of Canadian Naval Review, former chairman of the national security committee of the Federation of Military and United Services Institutes of Canada, and a past senior research fellow of the Canadian Institute of Strategic Studies.

Mr. Varner holds a Bachelor of Arts Honours degree in international relations and an M.A. in political science from Acadia University. He has held two Department of National Defence, Security and Defence Forum Awards: one, a Study Tour of NATO and Europe, and a Research Fellowship of 1 year with the Naval Officers’ Association of Canada. Mr. Varner has certificates in Emergency Program Management, Hazardous Materials, and Disaster Recovery from the Emergency Management Institute in Maryland, and a Certificate in Security Supervision from the International Foundation of Protection Officers. As a reserve infantry officer, he served as a platoon commander, company second-in-command, intelligence officer, and adjutant.
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