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Dr. Manuel R. Torres is a recent graduate of the University of Delaware’s Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice. He has been a Research Assistant at the Disaster Research Center (DRC) for the past 5 years. Established at the Ohio State University in 1963 by Professors E.L. Quarantelli, Russell Dynes, and Eugene Haas, and moved to its current location at the University of Delaware, in 1985, DRC was the first center in the world devoted to the social scientific study of disasters. The Center conducts field interviews and survey research on group, organizational, and community preparation for, response to, and recovery from natural and technological disasters and other community-wide crises for both academic and practical development of the field of disasters. Graduate and undergraduate training has been an integral component of DRC’s mission.
Dr. Torres has worked on various projects while at the DRC including a National Science Foundation-funded grant that studied the development and transformation of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA’s) Urban Search and Rescue program (USAR). USAR is a tactical component of FEMA, comprised of 28 teams across the United States who deploy nationally in the aftermath of disasters, requiring heavy search and rescue. This project analyzed how government agencies and policymakers created this national program; it also examined issues surrounding inter-organizational coordination during actual deployment and sought to understand how 9/11 has altered emergency management activities for USAR teams.

Dr. Torres’ dissertation, “Every Man for Himself? Testing Multiple Conceptual Approaches of Emergency Egress on Building Evacuation during a Fire” examined whether the concept of panic is an accurate framework to use when describing emergency egress during a building fire, using the February 20, 2003, Station night club fire in West Warwick, Rhode Island, as a case study. Through qualitative methodology, he examined various conceptual approaches of emergency egress to offer a cohesive definition of the concept of panic.

Dr. Torres looks forward to the Emergency Management Institute’s 13th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference to learn more about the various educational programs across the Nation committed to advancing the knowledge and expertise of those committed to emergency management. He is also interested in continuing the study of emergency egress across multiple disciplines and is interested in how this conference can advance that research interest.
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