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Mr. Adam Sutkus is a Managing Senior Facilitator and Policy Mediator for the Center for Collaborative Policy at California State University, Sacramento (CSUS). He brings 25 years of public sector policy and innovative program management to the Center, specializing in emergency services and homeland security expertise. As manager of the Center’s portfolio of emergency planning and homeland security collaboration, he is assisting government agencies at all levels and key stakeholder groups to design, develop, and implement an array of public safety initiatives and programs that have increased exponentially since the events of 9/11. Key projects using collaborative policy-making techniques have successfully been accomplished in the areas of National Incident Management System compliance; access and functional needs coordination; Tribal emergency planning; Alert, Warning, and Notification strategic planning; interoperability collaboration; and volunteers in disasters program development, among others.
Prior to joining the Center, Mr. Sutkus held key program management and policy positions throughout government, including special appointments under three California governors. Early in his career, he served as a Congressional aide in Washington, DC, concentrating on environmental and disaster management issues. In 1987, Mr. Sutkus was selected nationally as a Presidential Management Fellow and held positions with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and on Capitol Hill. In California, he has served as executive director of the State’s Recycling Advisory Committee in the Department of Conservation; as Department of Fish and Game’s liaison for oil spill emergency response and policy; and as chief of staff for the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services. Since 1994, he has participated in State Operations Center disaster response efforts for numerous emergencies including fires, floods, airline crashes, power shortages, earthquakes, and terrorist threats. In 2002, Mr. Sutkus was appointed as the first statewide director of California’s Citizen Crops program for community-based homeland security and emergency response within the Office of the Governor.
Sacramento State University does not currently have a dedicated certificate or degree in emergency management/homeland security. CSUS has a certificate in cybersecurity through the College of Continuing Education (CCE), and the CCE has shown strong interest in moving forward to create a certificate for the emergency management/homeland security field in the near future, hopefully leading to degree programs in the future.
Mr. Sutkus is currently working with other universities in California to develop a “cradle to grave” teaching continuum for the emergency management/homeland security field. He hopes to gain ideas and insight from other national programs to help his group accelerate the development of this new statewide, coordinated effort. Additionally, he is looking for new tools and best practices to help his specific university at Sacramento State to launch a certificate in emergency management/homeland security aligned with the statewide effort.
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