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Dr. Deanna Staples is an Adjunct Professor at Austin Peay State University (APSU) for the Homeland Security Program. The program is based at the Fort Campbell, Kentucky, military installation and housed within the Public Management Department at APSU.
Dr. Staples completed her doctorate at Purdue University in nursing with a concentration in homeland security in the fall semester of 2009. She has just completed grant work/documentation as a planner/researcher for Kentucky Emergency Management and the Central United States Earthquake Consortium directed at catastrophic earthquake planning for the New Madrid Seismic Zone. Her dissertation topic was “Emergency Preparedness: An After Action Analysis of the 2009 Kentucky Ice Storm.” While at Purdue, Dr. Staples participated as a graduate assistant in a project that was collaborative with State agencies (Indiana Department of Homeland Security and Indiana State Department of Health) and Purdue University (Institute of Homeland Security, School of Nursing, Regenstrief School of Healthcare Engineering, and the Healthcare Technical Assistance Program) that addressed pandemic, alternate care sites, and all-hazards planning efforts to ensure agency coordination and promote public readiness.
Dr. Staples served as an active duty officer (captain) in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps during the Vietnam War Era. She graduated from a military nurse practitioner program during that time of service, and she has a master’s from the University of Evansville and a post-master’s from Vanderbilt University as a family nurse practitioner. She has read all the amazing biographies on conference attendees and is appreciative of all the knowledge and energy that is evidenced there and being utilized in this critically important field of study for both our country and globally! She is excited to have the opportunity to share with this group and is anxious to learn from everyone involved!
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