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Dr. Balfour Spence has 17 years of experience in emergency management training and research at the university level, primarily in the Caribbean region but also in Southeast Asia. He has worked as a consultant on several international, regional, and national projects in the Caribbean, for the international agencies such as United Nations/Food and Agricultural Organization, United States Agency for International Development, Japan International Cooperation Agency, and regional agencies such as the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States, Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency, and the Caribbean Development Bank. Dr. Spence has undertaken consultancies for national agencies in Jamaica such as the National Environmental Planning Agencies as well as private sector development agencies.
Dr. Spence is attending the conference to share ideas on curriculum content and development for training in emergency management and for enhancing the Applied Disaster and Emergency Studies (ADES) program and emergency research areas and interest. The ADES program at Brandon University was established in 2001, offering B.A. and B.Sc. degrees to students from across Canada. The emphasis is on community-based risk reduction through the promotion of sustainable emergency management practices. The program offers core and elective courses which are delivered in an environment of small class sizes and ensures a curriculum that balances the theory and practices as well as the social and physical context of disaster risk management.

The ADES can be combined with a minor leading to either a 4-year (120 credit hours) B.S. or B.A. Additionally, there is the option of declaring an ADES minor to complement a major in another discipline. Students holding a bachelor’s degree can fast-forward completion of the ADES program as a second degree. Besides the core and elective courses offered in the ADES program, students are mandated to complete a practicum in their final year. The practicum allows the application of classroom learning experiences to real-world settings and establishes links between researchers and practitioners in the public as well as private sectors. The applied component of the program is delivered in an Emergency Operations Lab.
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