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Dr. Eric Smith is currently an Assistant Professor of Public Administration and the Academic Coordinator for Emergency and Public Safety Management at Barry University in Miami Shores, Florida. He spent 26 years in the fire service in the Baltimore-Washington corridor. He came to Florida in 1996 and spent 12 years with Palm Beach County Fire Rescue.
Dr. Smith earned a bachelor of public administration degree from Barry University’s School of Adult and Continuing Education; a master’s in public administration from Florida Atlantic University; a master’s degree in executive fire service leadership from Grand Canyon University; and a doctorate in education in organizational leadership from Nova Southeastern University. He is also a graduate of the National Fire Academy’s Executive Fire Officer Program.

The Barry University School of Adult Continuing Education offers a number of undergraduate and graduate programs aimed at working adults. Two of Barry’s most successful programs are the bachelor’s and master’s of public administration degrees (BPA, MPA). The BPA offers a five-course specialization minor in the field of emergency and public safety management. The specialization was developed to assist fire/EMS, law enforcement, and emergency management professionals to acquire the critical analysis skills to manage complex natural and man-made disasters.

Barry also offers a non-credit certificate in emergency management. The certificate program consists of four classes and was developed to assist emergency management professionals in the development and enhancement of their careers. Both the non-credit certificate program and the BPA specialization in emergency and public safety management are designed to provide students with an academic platform to attain national and international certification in the field of emergency management.
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