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Mr. Walter D. Small is a retired Air Force officer and current Education Consultant for the Compton Unified School District in Compton, California. His duties under the California Safe and Drug Free Schools Initiative include training teachers at middle and high schools to implement a State-mandated HIV education curriculum for 7th and 9th graders throughout the District. Following the intervention, he analyzes pre- and post-data, determines the efficacy of the intervention, and prepares appropriate measures for the succeeding year. Located in the Department of Health, Human and Homeless Services, Mr. Small collaborates with many Los Angeles county and district offices. He is an integral member of an interdisciplinary team that manages a wide range of student safety issues.
Mr. Small received a B.S. in political science from North Carolina A&T State University and a master’s in public administration from the University of Northern Colorado. Additional academic courses were completed in systems management at the University of Southern California and a secondary schools credentialing program at California State University Dominguez Hills. Mr. Small is a graduate of the Air War College, Academic Instructor School, the University of Phoenix Instructor Course, and earned permanent verification as an instructor via the California Basic Education Skills Test. He has taught at elementary through university levels. As assistant professor of Aerospace Studies at the University of Southern California, he received his third recognition as the top performer in his field Air Force-wide. He is the co-author of a National Minority Aids Education publication, “BESAFE”, and he is the executive producer of a Showtimes Network documentary film, “Damaged Goods.”

During the past 20 years, Mr. Small has worked in high-visibility education-related positions in the Los Angeles area, earning credibility as a knowledgeable and well connected consultant. One of his interests is in leading an effort to implement the High School Environmental Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Project in the Los Angeles/Compton area. Another is in dialoging with and influencing local institutions to develop academic programs resulting in degrees in emergency management. He is interested in discussing matters associated with these objectives with other conference attendees, focusing on “how to’s” and critical steps in the implementation process.
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