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Ms. Jean Slick is the Program Head and Associate Professor for the Master of Arts in Disaster and Emergency Management Program at Royal Roads University. She joined the faculty on a full-time basis in 2009 after a number of years as associate faculty for the program. Prior to this, she was the director of Disaster Management for western Canada with the Canadian Red Cross, where she worked for 28 years. She has been working in the field of disaster management for more than 20 years and has direct experience with many of the major disasters in Canada during this period. Her primary interests from her years as a practitioner are disaster recovery, assessment, sheltering, and strategic planning and coordination.
Following the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004, Ms. Slick was posted to Indonesia for 2 years as the Country Representative for the Canadian Red Cross recovery program. This program provided a range of transitional support to households impacted by the disaster and is rebuilding 6,000 permanent homes. While in Indonesia, she supported the initial response to the Yogyakarta earthquake. She has additional international disaster management experience in the Caribbean, Central America, and the former Soviet Union, and thus brings both theoretical knowledge of, and practical experience with, disasters in a variety of contexts.
Ms. Slick is currently serving as an academic advisor to Humanitarian Production and Cordaid, with a project in Central America, on the use of participatory video as a tool of disaster risk reduction and climate adaptation. She has received internal grants from Royal Roads University to support a design-based research related to this project. She is also conducting research on the use of educational technology in the delivery of online disaster management programs. 

Ms. Slick returned to school in the summer of 2009 to pursue doctoral studies at the University of Calgary and is now studying online in the Ed.D. program, specializing in educational technology. Her research interests are related to climate change and disaster risk reduction.

Royal Roads University will soon be expanding the delivery of its Disaster and Emergency Management programs with a new intake stream and delivery in other countries. Ms. Slick is interested in meeting with potential faculty who may have an interest in teaching with Royal Roads University. This is her first year to attend the Federal Emergency Management Agency Emergency Management Institute Higher Education Conference, and she is looking forward to making connections with others who are delivering graduate programs in disaster and emergency management and who share similar research interests.
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