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Dr. Robert L. Skertich is an Assistant Professor of Public Administration at Point Park University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He is also a Research Associate at the Center for Disaster Management at the University of Pittsburgh’s Graduate School of Public and International Affairs (GSPIA). He has served in a broad range of public safety and emergency management capacities as a provider, leader, and educator since 1978. Dr. Skertich joined the University of Pittsburgh’s Interactive Intelligent Spatial Information System project, the forerunner of the Center for Disaster Management, as a graduate student researcher in 1999. He is a life member of the Hampton Township Fire Department, serving previously as a chief officer and currently as a firefighter. He is the deputy commander of the National Disaster Medical System Disaster Medical Assistance Team based in Pittsburgh.
Previously, Dr. Skertich served as the chief operations officer and emergency services director for the American Red Cross Southwestern Pennsylvania Chapter (1999–2008), and was a member of the national Critical Response Team and the American Red Cross-Federal Emergency Management Agency Emergency Support Function #6 Team, coordinating mass care issues. Dr. Skertich was the protective services instructor for the Butler County Area Vocational Technical School (1990–1999), conducting a 2-year comprehensive public safety training program. From 1985 to 1990, he worked for the Allegheny County Emergency Medical Services Office at the Community College of Allegheny County (CCAC) as a training coordinator and disaster response planner. He remains an instructor-trainer and National Incident Management System instructor for CCAC as well as for the Allegheny County Fire Academy.

Dr. Skertich holds a B.S.Ed. in vocational education from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania, and a master’s in public policy management and a Ph.D. in public and international affairs from GSPIA.

Point Park University is a private liberal arts university with an emphasis on career-based education in an urban setting; it is home to Pittsburgh’s oldest public administration undergraduate program.

The newly established Center for Disaster Management at GSPIA is a multi-disciplinary center focused upon the study, development, and implementation of public policy and implementation of technology to address disasters. Dr. Skertich’s current research includes the Public Health Adaptive Systems Studies and other projects focusing on socio-technical situational awareness and decision support in disaster management.
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