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Mr. Timothy W. Sevison is the Deputy Director for Planning and Preparedness for the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA). The Planning and Preparedness Directorate encompasses several bureaus, including strategic and operational planning, community preparedness, and training and exercises. Prior to his appointment with PEMA in 2007, he was the senior deputy fire chief for the city of Harrisburg.
Deputy Director Sevison has an extensive background in emergency and disaster response, with involvement at the State and Federal levels in numerous disasters, including the 9/11 World Trade Center attacks and the Gulf Coast hurricanes of 2005. He is also active with the Department of Homeland Security/Federal Emergency Management Agency (DHS/FEMA) National Urban Search and Rescue (US&R) Response System, serving as a Task Force leader for Pennsylvania as well as a member of the DHS/FEMA US&R Command and General Staff working group. He has been in the U.S. military for 30 years, serving in active, reserve, and National Guard components of the
U.S. Air Force including a tour in Iraq in 2004.

Deputy Director Sevison is an adjunct instructor for the State and national fire academies as well as several community colleges. He is also a member of the Advisory Board for the Harrisburg Area Community College, Public Safety Center.

Deputy Director Sevison holds a bachelor’s degree in organizational management and a master’s degree in business administration from Eastern University in St. Davids, Pennsylvania. He is also currently enrolled in graduate studies for disaster preparedness at Pennsylvania State University.

PEMA is in the process of evaluating and updating its emergency management certification program with an eye toward alignment with nationally recognized programs such as Certified Emergency Manager as well as higher education degree programs. The ultimate goal of Pennsylvania’s program is to promote the professionalism of emergency management to which higher education is a key aspect. Additionally, Pennsylvania has several institutions of higher education that are pursuing a standardized curriculum for emergency management. It is hoped that the Higher Education Conference will provide insight into best practices and a networking opportunity to meet peers with similar interests.
June 2, 2010

