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Mr. Chris Schraders is Head of Department at the Emergency Management Academy of New Zealand (EMANZ). He has been involved in the emergency management sector for more than 10 years, first as a volunteer rescue team member with the Palmerston North City Council’s Rescue Emergency Support Team, then moving into project support and project management roles with the Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management. Prior to his current position, Mr. Schraders worked for the EMANZ in a range of roles including National Response Programs manager and Special Projects manager.
The EMANZ is the name for Tai Poutini Polytechnic’s (pronounced tie PO teeny) Department of Emergency Management. EMANZ is New Zealand’s largest provider of emergency management training and education, delivering on average 150 courses each year to more than 1,000 students. EMANZ works closely with Massey University and Auckland University of Technology to provide a staircased entry route into their graduate emergency management programs. EMANZ has recently started offering wildfire training and in the near future will begin to oversee the delivery of Tai Poutini Polytechnic’s wilderness search and rescue programs. This inclusion will see EMANZ become the largest department within the Polytechnic.

Tai Poutini Polytechnic is the regional polytechnic for the West Coast of the South Island of New Zealand. The West Coast is a large geographic region but is sparsely populated. Greymouth is the largest town in the region with a population of approximately 30,000 people. As well as providing for the educational needs of the people of the West Coast region, Tai Poutini Polytechnic is recognized as a niche national provider of a number of specialist industries including emergency management; search and rescue; civil construction; music and audio engineering and live sound production; and scaffolding, rigging, and crane operation. To cater to these various industries, Tai Poutini Polytechnic has campuses across New Zealand, from Invercargill in the south, to Auckland in the north. EMANZ is based at the polytechnic’s Palmerston North campus.

Mr. Schraders holds a bachelor of business studies degree and a post-graduate diploma in education and professional development. He has just commenced his Master of Education thesis which focuses on the professional industry of polytechnic tutors. In addition to these, he holds a number of practical emergency management and technical rescue qualifications.
June 1, 2010

