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Mr. Jim Savitt is an Associate Professor with assignments in two programs at the State University of New York Empire State College. He coordinates the baccalaureate programs in Fire Services Administration and in Emergency Management in the Center for Distance Learning, the college’s undergraduate distance learning division. In that program, he teaches one of the capstone courses focused on how policy affects the work of the emergency management establishment. At the graduate level, he teaches Policy Implementation as part of the core in the Master of Arts in Social Policy. Mr. Savitt is also developing a graduate-level disaster policy elective, and he oversees the development of several other courses in Security Policy, one of several areas in which graduate students may focus.
Mr. Savitt has been teaching for more than 15 years, and he has been in the electric power industry for about the same amount of time. He was an economist and planner in the power industry and moved into market investigations when the industry was deregulated in New York State.

In the realm of emergency services and management, Mr. Savitt has been involved with the American Red Cross for almost 30 years, with much of that time spent in the disaster arena. Currently, he co-chairs the American Red Cross in New York State Disaster Consortium, with the mission of enhancing the capacity to respond to large-scale catastrophic incidents. Much of his work in this area involves planning and preparedness, along with resource development.

This is Mr. Savitt’s third conference in Emmitsburg. He is attending to meet others in the field, to understand how programs at other schools work, and to learn about current research and operational developments in emergency management.
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