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Mr. Richard A. Rotanz is the Executive Director of the Applied Science Center of Innovation and Excellence. He is the former commissioner for the Office of Emergency Management of Nassau County, New York, who created the county’s first agency for emergency management as well as the first Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and planning functions. Prior to his tenure in Nassau County, Mr. Rotanz was former deputy director of New York City’s Office of Emergency Management under Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, where he was responsible for research and planning and for re-instituting the destroyed EOC at Pier 92 and for managing the multi-organization response during the 9/11 tragedy. He has more than 40 years of experience in emergency management, fire protection (25 years in the New York City Fire Department), specialized rescue, hazardous materials incidents, nursing, and planning for all natural, civil, and technological hazards including acts of terrorism.
In 2004, Mr. Rotanz developed Adelphi University’s graduate degree in emergency management to meet the distinct needs of the region, and he still serves as advising professor. He earned a graduate degree in protection management from John Jay College, and he is pursuing a doctoral degree in public policy administration from Walden University.
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