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JNTRODUCTION

During the first four months of 2010, the world community of nations experienced: 1) the January 12th Haiti earthquake, 2) the “annual” floods in North Dakota, 3) the M8.8 Chile earthquake and the Pacific-wide tsunami generated by the earthquake, 4) the European windstorm, Xyanthia , 5) the severe droughts now underway in the Caribbean, southwest China, Africa, and other parts of the world, and 6) volcanic eruptions in Iceland that paralyzed air travel worldwide.  These historic natural events showed how quickly hazardous events can become disasters and disasters can become local, regional, and global catastrophes that no nation can sustain.  
THE PROBLEM

Communities throughout the world are being forced to face the reality that they can and will lose the ongoing race against  time to make people, property, infrastructure, environment, livelihood, and national assets  disaster resilient unless they find innovative ways to cope with the expected as well as the unexpected and sometimes un-imaginable losses.  No nation can sustain the nature, extent, and scale of the socioeconomic impacts that are happening in 2010.  
These disaster- and catastrophe-causing events, and others that are very likely to occur during the 2010 Atlantic hurricane season and the Pacific typhoon season, now that El Nino is waning, are a loud “wake-up call.”  It is a call for members of the world community of educators and emergency managers to re-focus on designing a higher vision for disaster resilience within the framework of their personal “Infinite Journey” and to return to the task of fostering  global surges in the transfer and implementation of knowledge to ensure an outcome that is  “win-win squared” for the world.  
STEPS IN THE SOLUTION

The goal of global disaster resilience is possible in our lifetime if each member of the world community of educators and emergency managers uses the eight windows of opportunity that occur within their infinite journey to re-focus and re-design the vision. They are: 
1) Law of significance - an opportunity to refocus and re-design what is most significant for the community
 2) Law of the big picture – an opportunity to expand beyond the community’s borders..
 3) Law of Mount Everest – an opportunity to grow from good to better, and then to become the best.

 4) Law of the niche – an opportunity to find a place and a role for everyone.
 5) Law of the price tag – an opportunity to pay the price and get what the community needs to move closer to its goal of disaster resilience.
 6) Law of the compass – an opportunity to look at the community’s disaster history and  find “true north” for a realistic solution
 7) Law of the chain – an opportunity to fix the weak links in the process, and
8) Law of the catalyst - an opportunity to turn up the heat for designing realistic educational surges that move the community closer to the goal of disaster resilience. 
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