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“Public Administration and Emergency Management” course (Revised)
Dr. Waugh provided an overview of the status of the project to revise the “Public Administration and Emergency Management” course which was originally written circa 2000.  The course has really been revised with eye to re-conceptualizing it as being Public Administration for Emergency Management, as the relationship between public administration and emergency management is evolving.
The revised “Public Administration and Emergency Management” course has been designed as a graduate-level course in emergency management from a public administration perspective.  The focus is on managing public and nongovernmental organizations involved in managing hazards and dealing with disasters and working within the networks of public, private, and nonprofit and volunteer organizations that constitute the nation’s emergency management system.  The purpose of the course is to provide an understanding of public administration for students who are preparing for careers in emergency management agencies.  While an understanding of the full range of emergency management functions is essential for professionals in the field, the focus of this course is on managing organizations and people.  The readings can be adjusted for students in public administration programs who may be specializing in emergency management.      
The course outline includes recommended required readings, suggested supplemental readings, and recommended journals.  The recommended course requirements include two examinations; a research project; and class participation, including case analyses and exercises.  Learning objectives and a course grading rubric are also included.  The course, as designed, consists of fifteen sessions, to wit:


* Emergency Management and the Public Service 


* Emergency Management Programs in the United States


* Intergovernmental Relations in a Post-9/11 and Post-Katrina World


* Organizing Emergency Management Offices


* Collaborating with the Private Sector


* Collaborating with NGOs and Volunteers


* Organizational and Operational Planning


* Budgeting and Financial Management


* Risk Management (Mitigation and Preparedness)


* Facilitating Recovery


* Legal and Liability Issues in Emergency Management Agencies


* Technology Issues in Emergency Management Agencies


* Human Resources and Ethical Issues in Emergency Management


* Managing Large-Scale Disasters


* Disaster Policy and Advocacy

The bottom line of the revision was to capture how emergency management and the world have changed over time.  The course outline is currently out for public comment before final approvals and publication.  Any comments or recommendations should be directed to Dr. Waugh at wwaugh@gsu.edu.  

“The Principles of Emergency Management” course
Dr. Waugh, Dr. McEntire, and Mr. Canton provided an overview of their project to write a course outline for “The Principles of Emergency Management: The Philosophy, Principles, Doctrine, and Practice of Emergency Management”.  This course focuses on the philosophical and theoretical underpinnings of the emergency management profession and the principles that define effective practice.  The starting points are current definitions of emergency management, the mission and vision of the profession, and “The Principles of Emergency Management” developed by the Emergency Management Roundtable in 2007.  The course objective is to stimulate discussion of the core values that underlie emergency management practice and define the profession.  Case studies, exercises, and discussions will be used to encourage critical review of emergency management. 
The course outline includes the learning objectives and recommends two examinations, a midterm and a final.  It also contains a list of required readings and recommended readings.  Supporting materials will include a list of websites and a bibliography.  The course, as designed, consists of fifteen sessions, each session being comprised of 3-4 contact hours.  The fifteen sessions are:


* Introduction- the Context of Emergency Management


* Definition, Mission, and Vision of Emergency Management


* Comprehensive Emergency Management


* Progressive Emergency Management


* Risk-Driven Emergency Management


* Integrated Emergency Management


* Collaboration in Emergency Management


* Coordination in Emergency Management


* Flexibility ion Emergency Management


* Professionalism in Emergency Management


* Origins and Implications of the Principles for Emergency Management and Homeland 

   Security

* Principles of Emergency Management in the Private Sector


* Principles of Emergency Management in Nongovernmental Organizations


* Toward an International Emergency Management


* Conclusion- The Principles of Emergency Management and Disaster Policy 

The content of all sessions have been posted on the Higher Education website, and a call for comments has been issued.  The project timeline calls for final revisions to be complete by June 30, 2010.  Any questions should be directed to Dr. Waugh at wwaugh@gsu.edu.  

“Principles of Emergency Management”- Independent Study course
Kadix Systems has been contracted by the Emergency Management Institute (EMI) to develop an Independent Study Course based upon the preceding “Principles of Emergency Management” course.  This course is being developed by Matt Schroeder, Arthur Rabjohn, Chris Schraders, Dr. Carol Cwiak, and Lee Newsome.  This will be the first Independent Study course to be developed from an existing Higher Education course.
The panel’s presentation began with a discussion of “What constitutes a profession?”  Presenters discussed common components which define a profession.  Dr. Cwiak mentioned that a profession has three components: autonomy, monopoly (controls entry into the field), and a specialized body of knowledge.  The panel explained why emergency management is not currently regarded as a profession, to include lack of a defined emergency management career path, lack of agreed-upon body of knowledge, lack of established professional organizations, and the inconsistent accreditation and certification of emergency managers.  This led to a discussion of the concept of “boundaries”, which are used to assess the demonstration of key competencies necessary for entry and acceptance into a profession.  A comparison was made between professions with strong professional boundaries and professions, or disciplines, with weak professional boundaries.  The panel agreed that a key component for the professionalization of the emergency management field is the principles of emergency management, which are posted on the Higher Education website.       
In order to assist in course design, EMI convened a focus group of subject matter experts in October 2009.  The group discussed the vision and focus of the course, the target audience, content outline, and key areas of content focus.  The target audience will include individuals around the world who are working or interested in the field of emergency management.  The purpose of the Principles of Management Independent Study course is to introduce the identity of global emergency management and core principles necessary to develop and foster community resilience.  The course will consist of thirteen lessons, to wit:


* Introduction to Emergency Management


* History of Emergency Management


* Definition of Emergency Management


* Vision of Emergency Management


* Mission of Emergency Management


Comprehensive Emergency Management  

* Progressive Emergency Management


* Risk-Driven Emergency Management


* Integrated Emergency Management


* Collaborative Emergency Management


* Coordinated Emergency Management


* Flexible Emergency Management


* Professional Emergency Management

Due to the fact the course is an independent study course, the developers feel that the course really needs to engage the students.  In that pursuit, instructional strategies will include engaging users in active application of the course content, utilizing scenarios and case studies that represent real world situations, employing job aids and planning activities to apply content to real world experiences, and incorporating a global perspective to demonstrate consistency and applicability of emergency management.

The first drafts of lessons 2, 6, and 7 have been completed and submitted for Subject Matter Expert (SME) review.  Lessons 8, 9, 11, 12, and 13 are under development.  Development of lessons 1, 3, 4, 5, and 10 are yet to begin.  All content will be submitted for community review and revised based upon comments received from reviewers.  Thereafter, a final assessment will be developed and conducted.  



