13th ANNUAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE “REACHING HIGHER”
EXPANDING OUR VISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT THROUGH DISCUSSION OF NEW TEACHING RESOURCES
1:00–2:30	1st Round of Tuesday, June 8th Afternoon Breakout Session
Moderator:  Thomas Drabek, Ph.D.
Panel member(s):  
Thomas Drabek, Ph.D.
Kay C. Goss, CEM, Adjunct Faculty - University of North Carolina, University of Nevada at Las Vegas, and  Istanbul Technical University, Former Associate FEMA Director in charge of Preparedness, Training, and Exercises, Alexandria, VA.
Robert M. Schwartz, Ph.D. Associate Professor of Emergency Management, Department of Public Service Technology, The University of Akron, Akron, OH.
David M. Neal, Ph.D. Professor, Department of Political Science, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK.
David Madden, J.D., M.A. Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice and Legal Studies, Northeastern State University, Broken Arrow, OK.



EXPANDING OUR VISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT THROUGH DISCUSSION OF NEW TEACHING RESOURCES
Prepared by: Samantha Brear, Samantha.brear@gmail.com, American Public University.
Reporter: Samantha Brear, Samantha.brear@gmail.com, American Public University.

Firstly Thomas Drabek the Author of The Human Side of Disaster commented in 1965 he became a faculty member at D.U. (Denver University). In 1974 he did what they called an Interterm, where he taught students for half a day. This provided him an opportunity to write a piece called Community Response to Natural Disasters. He knew he wanted to write a book but even after his retirement in 2004 he still had not done so. In 2008 he wrote a rough draft of his book to be sold in bookstores as just a copied manuscript of sorts; in June he was approached by an editor to move the book to publishing but turned him down because it was just a “rough draft”; he finally succumbed and wrote an official rough draft in February 2009 and in October of the same year the book debuts at the International Association of Emergency Managers conference. He wrote the book to be personal, conversational, to grab the reader at the start with 4 short stories, with the intention of being informal, and autobiographical in nature.
At a Salt Lake City, UT conference an attendee noted that this might be the “First piece of emergency management that my mayor might read”.  He wrote a vision at the end of the book that he knew everybody would not agree with; the vision was “emergency management as a community change agent”. He noted that an emergency manager must understand the vulnerabilities of the population they serve and work towards community resiliency. He referred many individuals with questions about his book to read Expanding Our Vision of Emergency Management through Discussions of New Teaching Resources: The Human Side of Disaster which is a 28 page paper written by himself. Thomas Drabek commented that in 2012 there will possibly be a second edition coming out with a chapter on mitigation as this is such a crucial part of emergency management.
Secondly Kay Goss commented that she teaches a course in Las Vegas called “Human Conditions in Disasters” and was looking for a book to supplement the class. She came across Drabek’s online college course and thus had her students take it. They loved it. She had her students read Drabek’s book. In correlation with the book, she found it very useful to look at current events and apply it to the book. The students think that the class is just about disaster victims but, with a good majority of the class being working professionals, they don’t realize that it is also about how responders view disasters. Since most of her students are practitioners, they need to understand what could happen to them as well as the traditional victim.
Rob Schwartz carries out a class called Disaster Victims: Casualties & Recoveries and it is geared towards the senior level. In his course he focuses on basic sociology concepts & collective behavior, different cultural aspects, and societal actions before, during, and after disasters. Rob’s big thing was seeing Disasters as social problems. Specifically, “Disasters are non-routine social problems”. He used a lot of case studies to supplement the book. He also used Amanda Ripley’s book, The Unthinkable: Who Survives When Disaster Strikes – and Why before using Drabek’s book. He said he is going to switch to have the students read Drabek before Ripley now, if they even read Ripley at all. He presented some students analysis of the work in their own words, both the pro’s and the con’s. In his class, while utilizing the Drabek book, he is going to cut back on his teaching of collective behavior and involve more discussion.

David Neal then discussed some of his programs and that the majority of his students have a foundation in firefighting. He uses Adobe Captivate (Breeze) to deliver some of his classes. He used the book to reinforce ideas that 1) disasters are social events/people problems and 2) as a way to learn the emergency management literature- which included using the book alongside research articles; he viewed the book as scholarly and complementing other research. He believes the book to be junior/senior level. He believes the informal style of the textbook will go well with a greater number of students. He noted how we “desperately” need textbooks in the field of Emergency Management and that right now we are “defining” emergency management as a new academic field. He commented how the book is grounded in science and further helps to define the field of emergency management.

David Madden finally commented that he believes the book to be clear, brief, and tells the people what they want to know. He understands that the book has the ability to capture student’s attention. During a question and answer session, he did note that while everybody was saying they are using and believe this to be an upper undergraduate or graduate level book that it is easy enough to understand to be used at the associate’s level.
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