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Dr. Irmak Renda-Tanali is the Program Director and Collegiate Associate Professor at the University of Maryland University College (UMUC), where she coordinates the Homeland Security Management and Emergency Management graduate studies and teaches graduate-level courses. She has recently developed the curriculum for the Emergency Management specialization under two master’s degree programs for UMUC.
Dr. Renda-Tanali was formerly a senior research scientist at the George Washington University’s Institute for Crisis, Disaster, and Risk Management, where she conducted scholarly research projects sponsored mainly by the National Science Foundation and various government agencies. Her research interests include comparative emergency/disaster management, disaster loss studies, and engineering economics.

In addition to her academic duties, Dr. Renda-Tanali consults as a sole proprietor. She is an assistant editor of the Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, an online scholarly journal that reaches a wide spectrum of audiences within the United States and around the world. Dr. Renda-Tanali began her career as a civil engineer. Later, she acted as a vice president and co-founder of an engineering design and consulting firm in Turkey. In this capacity, she designed numerous large/mid-scale urban drinking water infrastructure systems in cities, towns, and dwellings in Turkey as well as various residential and commercial buildings in Turkey, Turkic Republics, and Russia.

Dr. Renda-Tanali received her Doctor of Science degree from the George Washington University, Department of Engineering Management and Systems Engineering in Washington, DC. She holds an M.S. and a B.S. in civil engineering and an M.B.A. In her doctoral dissertation, she developed a systems model for identifying and quantifying various mitigation program options for the operations and maintenance of water supply systems against disaster risk. Later, as a post-doctoral research fellow, she provided consulting services to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers related to this effort.
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