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Dr. Tim Rehner is Professor of Social Work and Director of the School of Social Work at the University of Southern Mississippi (USM). He has been a faculty member and administrator at USM since 1993. His teaching has primarily focused on research methods, social work practice, and practice in health settings. His social work practice experience focused on acute care in both community and primary care facilities. His research and scholarly activities have focused on issues that are particularly relevant to vulnerable populations. Dr. Rehner has published papers on teen pregnancy; juvenile delinquency; community-based organizations; depression among victims of the “cotton poison” disaster on the Mississippi Gulf Coast; attitudes held by Mississippi social workers toward poverty and the poor; community needs assessments across the State of Mississippi; evaluation projects in the Delta; and studies related to retention of child welfare workers in Mississippi.
Dr. Rehner is interested in exploring the partnerships between emergency agencies and schools of social work located within large public universities. He believes that educational institutions can be a significant partner in mobilizing a wide range of training opportunities related to disaster preparation and response. Dr. Rehner is interested, by virtue of his work, in extending the unique professional training of graduate and undergraduate social workers to include specialized knowledge and skills along with leadership training for responding to large-scale incidents. More broadly, he is interested in training programs for persons that live in communities that are likely to be within the disaster “strike zones” again.
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