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Ms. Carla Raineri Padilla is the Director of the Southeastern Center for Environmental Excellence in Fayetteville, North Carolina. Housed in the Center is the Environmental and Occupational Management (ENM) major, leading to a Bachelor of Science; the Interdisciplinary Studies of Clandestine Labs (CLB) leading to an Associate of Science and minor and certificates for community professionals; and the Environmental Simulation Center. The Center and its programs have been funded through Congressional appropriations from the Department of Energy and the Department of Justice.

Ms. Padilla is a professor at the University and has designed, implemented, and instructs in the majors in ENM and CLB. She has also designed the Environmental Simulation Center, where environmental disasters are simulated in virtual reality and proper responses are taught.

The ENM major is interdisciplinary and includes diverse classwork, from industrial processes to environmental pollution and environmental engineering, to terrorism to chemistry. The ENM program has 100% placement rate with students placed globally. Graduates work in the prevention, response, and remediation of incidents and disasters whether natural or manmade.

The CLB major is interdisciplinary and is designed with a variety of classwork centered around clandestine labs (illicit drug labs) and includes a diversity of coursework in a variety of courses including crime scene investigation, clandestine labs, advanced clandestine labs, social work, and pollution science. The CLB program also offers certificate work for community professionals, including first responders, police, fire, rescue, social workers, teachers, remediation specialists, and the medical community on the hazards associated with clandestine labs and proper responses.

The Environmental Simulation Center allows for the safe management of disaster scenarios in a 3D virtual environment. Some of the disaster simulations include anhydrous ammonia tanker spills, petroleum tanker spills, poisoning of municipal water supplies, and methamphetamine labs. The Simulation Center VR room is a 20’ x 20’ space with 27 speakers (from floor to ceiling), vibrating floors and scent machines, along with interactive glove technology. Students learn to manage disasters in a realistic, safe, and replicable environment.
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