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Mr. Kyle R. Overly is a second-year Graduate Student in the Fire and Emergency Management Administration Program at Oklahoma State University. He will receive his master’s degree in July 2010. The program is unique in that it is a blended program with both full-time on-campus and working professionals in the field among the students. Delivered through the Department of Political Science, the program offers both an M.S. and a Ph.D.
Mr. Overly has presented at regional, national, and international conferences. He serves as an adjunct instructor with Colorado State University, teaching disaster management courses. He has also given several guest lectures on topics such as Hurricane Katrina and federalism and disaster mitigation.

Mr. Overly received a B.A. in government and political affairs with a minor in emergency management and sociology from Millersville University of Pennsylvania. His research interests include disaster mitigation, sustainable development, and warning and evacuations. He is actively searching the job market and is eager to begin a career in the emergency management field.

Mr. Overly will be giving the presentation “Community Disaster Mitigation Programs: Innovative Solutions for Complex Problems–Tulsa, Oklahoma, a Model for Success.” A portion of his master’s thesis, this presentation examines how community members in Tulsa were able to band together to solve disaster threat problems. This research is significant in that it demonstrates how complex problems can be solved to create a sustainable community.
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