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Dr. Thomas E. Osowski is an Assistant Professor with the School of Social Work at the University of Southern Mississippi; he joined the University in August 2007. He teaches in both the undergraduate and graduate social work programs, and was one of three faculty members, along with Drs. Tim Rehner and Alan Bougere, who designed a disaster studies graduate certificate program within the Master of Social Work program, focusing on the role of social work in disaster planning, response, and recovery. The Disaster Studies Certificate at Southern Miss builds on the University’s lived experience being in a disaster and the lessons learned from Hurricane Katrina and combines relevant social work theory to disaster response.
Dr. Osowski has 4 years of prior teaching experience at South Dakota State University. His research interests include curriculum development, mental health (trauma), and disaster planning, response, and recovery. He has presented his research to regional, national, and international audiences, and his research has been published in peer-reviewed academic journals.

Dr. Osowski received his Ph.D. in sociology from South Dakota State University. He earned a master of social work from the University of Kansas and a B.S. in social work from the University of North Dakota. His past clinical social work practice includes working primarily with trauma and recovery of military veterans with the Veterans Administration Healthcare System and the Vet Center Readjustment Counseling Service.

At the Higher Education Conference, Dr. Osowski hopes to interact with other professionals who have an interest in developing curricular response to disasters, and how to interact with government agencies and other professional groups to expand his research endeavors.
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