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Dr. Nilgun Okay is an Associate Professor at the Center of Excellence for Disaster Management (CEDM) at Istanbul Technical University (ITU). After the Izmit earthquake in 1999, he was involved in a project called “ITU-FEMA ACHIEVE Train-the-Trainer Program”, which was developed by ITU and Turkish Prime Ministry in order to create a disaster-resistant community in Turkey. After the FEMA trainings were completed, he worked as a member of ITU CEDM team and started to expand the training to national and local government officials, emergency management personnel, police, firefighters, and the general public.
As a member of the CEDM faculty, Dr. Okay helped in translating and adapting 14 FEMA books and the training materials for use throughout Turkey. He teaches two courses: Principles of Mitigation and Earthquake Damage Management in the Disaster Management Graduate Program at ITU. Since 2005, he has been involved in the Natural Disaster Risk Program of the World Bank Institute and has worked to adapt, develop, and conduct online courses for Turkey. Dr. Okay is currently instructing the Damage and Reconstruction Needs Assessment online course in the Natural Disasters Risk Management Program in Turkish.

Dr. Okay holds a Ph.D. in earth and environmental sciences from the City University of New York.

ITU CEDM is interested in recent developments in the disaster management graduate programs for developing its own curriculum and preparing for the accreditation of its growing new Disaster Management Program:
· Developing educational materials and providing assistance to the State governments and training local authorities and stakeholders for capacity-building, the CEDM team is very much interested in challenges and cross-cutting issues in disaster management programs, including standards and certification to support the emergency management profession.

· Using e-learning to train large communities online, developing Web-based self-study programs for education and awareness including introductory programs for face-to-face training.

· Becoming the focal point and developing disaster management knowledge network at the regional level, and to share experiences in disaster and emergency management to develop scientific, technical, research, and practices nationally and internationally.
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