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Mr. Mark O’Brien is an Executive Vice President in charge of technology for SpectraRep, a Chantilly, Virginia-based public safety consulting company. SpectraRep works with public television stations all over the country and uses their over-the-air signals to securely distribute private public safety information.
Public television operates high-power transmitters to reach more than 97 percent of the population. These same broadcast signals are capable of securely sending building blueprints, crisis plans, evacuation maps, security camera video, and other incident response data. Public safety bandwith is always at a premium, but PBS has capacity to spare. Bridging those concerns is Mr. O’Brien’s focus.

Technology exists to allow any computer information, video, or files to be securely incorporated into these broadcasts and sent wirelessly to public safety officials and first responders. Data is received on computers, not television sets. Viewers at home have no idea secure emergency communications are in the same TV signal they are watching.

In Las Vegas, Nevada, local police are using the local PBS station to send incident response data to protect 475,000 students in more than 500 schools. Other locations focus on higher education. The technology recently won the International Association of Chiefs of Police award for best public safety technology in 2010.

Mr. O’Brien has worked in broadcasting for more than 30 years and has been using that expertise to improve public safety for the last 10 years.

Mr. O’Brien designs custom school safety systems for public alert, warning, incident response, and student notification. He is attending the conference to better understand the needs of these institutions and how public television can address those concerns even better in the future.
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