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Introduction
	
	In 2005, the U.N. General Assembly approved a resolution – known as the “Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) 2005 – 2015” or more commonly known as the “Hyogo Accord”, which was signed by the attending representatives of 168 national governments, 78 regional and international organizations, and 161 NGOs.  As [a] signatory, Canada agreed to abide by the Accord, which “calls upon governments to establish national platforms or focal points for disaster reduction, [and] encourages government to strengthen platforms where they…already exist,…”.  Much disaster related work has already been performed across Canada, but eh envisioned “Platform” is yet to materialize.  The presentation provided a recommended conceptual approach to develop and sustain a Canadian Disaster Risk Reduction Platform.  It is advanced by the Canadian Risk and Hazards Network (CRHNet), which is a not-for-profit association integrating practitioners, public administrators, and academics around the topic.

	The CRHNet is a not-for-profit organization that was established in 2003 in response to a growing demand to promote and strengthen disaster risk reduction and emergency management in Canada. The Network creates an environment in which the hazards research, education and emergency management practitioner communities can effectively share knowledge and innovative approaches that reduce disaster vulnerability.
Reducing Risk through Partnerships calls attention to the need for creating partnerships among academics, the hazards research education, and emergency management practitioner communities, across all sectors. The network seeks to enhance the understanding of, and provide tools for, the development of comprehensive programs to mitigate, prepare for, respond to and recover from all types of disasters - natural, technological or human-induced.
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The primary objectives of the CRHNet are to:
· Initiate the development of a Canadian inter-disciplinary and cross-sectoral network of researchers, academics and practitioners to enhance understanding of emergency management in all dimensions and help build Canadian capacity to deal effectively with threats and consequences from all hazards.
· Create a Canadian annual forum for dialogue focusing on disaster risk reduction and facilitate policy formulation and adoption of best practices in Canada.
· Provide a Canadian venue to learn from the experiences of other countries by inviting internationally reputed scholars, practitioners, and participants to the Symposium and to share Canadian experience and efforts in disas0ter reduction.
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