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Dr. Michael T. “Mick” Maurer is the Director of Disaster Training and Exercises for the American Red Cross in Greater New York (ARC/GNY). He chairs the ARC Metro NY Regional Training and Exercises Committee; co-chairs the ARC in NYS Disaster Consortium Training and Exercise Taskforce; and serves as the exercise lead for the ARC in NYS Disaster Consortium Leadership Exercise. He is a member of the NYC Coastal Storm Plan Unified Operations Resource Center Steering Committee and the Regional Catastrophic Planning Group for Connecticut, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania. Dr. Maurer introduced the Moodle e-learning platform to ARC/GNY and will host the third Manhattan Disaster Institute in August 2010 (hosted at the MCNY) when more than 300 volunteers and staff attend a week-long intensive training of up to 80 different FEMA and ARC courses.

The Greater New York Chapter responds yearly to more than 3,000 fires, building collapses, blackouts, floods, and other emergencies in the 5 boroughs of New York City; Rockland, Putnam, Orange, and Sullivan Counties; and West Point. There are 184 employees and more than 8,300 volunteers with the goal of 10,000 volunteers. The Drills and Exercises component has gone from 7 shelter exercises in 2007 to 27 shelter leadership drills, full-scale shelter exercises, joint weapons of mass destruction/hazmat New York City Fire Department and New York State Guard full-scale exercises, IPEC Nuclear Power Plant Tabletop exercises, and numerous aviation exercises with the Port Authority of New York/New Jersey. Greater New York is a regional chapter which provides support to area chapters in Nassau, Suffolk, and Westchester Counties; Greenwich, Connecticut; and Shelter Island, New York.

Dr. Maurer was the curriculum developer and the first director MCNY’s Master of Public Administration in Emergency and Disaster Management degree program. He had been a full-time associate professor in the School of Public Affairs and Administration program at MCNY from September 2001 until August 2005. He is again teaching at MCNY as an adjunct professor since April 2010, developing e-learning components for the degree.

Since July 2001, Dr. Maurer has been an adjunct assistant professor, specializing in the impact of violence, disaster, and war and terrorism upon adolescent development for the Department of Applied Psychology in the Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development at New York University (NYU). He started at NYU as a research director and co-investigator in October 1999 at CHEST, now called CHIBPS.

Dr. Maurer submitted in December 2006 for the Professional Studies Programs of the Paul McGhee Division of NYU’s School for Continuing and Professional Studies (SCPS), a Bachelor of Science in Critical Infrastructure Protection degree program with concentrations in Homeland Security, Emergency Management, Strategic Intelligence, or Business Continuity. This degree was to be taught entirely with distance learning technology. The Paul McGhee Division within the SCPS was created especially for adult students who want to go back to college and earn their degrees. Dr. Maurer was an instructor for the 1-year intensive Business Continuity and Homeland Security Certificate program in the Center for Management of the Division of Business and Legal Studies from 2003 to 2006.

Dr. Maurer served as a firefighter support counselor for FEMA/CMHS/FDNY 9/11 Project Liberty Program at the Institute for Community Living, Inc., in Brooklyn, New York. He is on the Academic Committee for the development of the New York State Education Department Licensure-Qualifying Program in Adlerian Psychoanalysis for the Alfred Adler Institute of New York (AAI-NY), the oldest institute of psychoanalytic studies in New York City. AAI-NY and MCNY are in discussion to jointly teach the CTSS-CTR-CTS Trauma Certifications which the New York State Regents approved in 2004 for MCNY to offer. Another curriculum development project is an M.P.A. in Humanitarian and Emergency Assistance degree from the Clara Barton Center for Excellence at the ARC/GNY and a NYC higher education institute.
This will be Dr. Maurer’s eighth year attending the FEMA Higher Education Conference.
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