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Ms. Stacey Mann is an Instructor for the Department of Communication at Mississippi State University. As a Ph.D. student in Public Policy and Administration, she co-authored an article with her mentor, Dr. Doug Goodman, about the experience of Mississippi Gulf Coast locales’ experiences in managing employees following Hurricane Katrina. The findings were shocking. Although many locales faced the potential of dangerous hurricanes every year, many did not have clear strategic plans for employees to help in the recovery process. This opened a door for new research, and Dr. Goodman suggested that for her doctoral dissertation, Ms. Mann should continue the study on a national scale. She understood the impact of Hurricane Katrina on a personal level; her grandmother, aunts, uncles, and cousins who lived in St. Bernard Parish lost everything. She saw the opportunity for this research as a way to help others in the future–not just those facing hurricanes, but those facing any type of natural disaster.

Ms. Mann’s motivation for attending the FEMA Higher Education Conference and serving as a student volunteer is two-fold. First, she hopes to continue to build relationships with emergency management practitioners, students, and faculty, who, up to this point, have given her insight and guidance into bridging human resource management and emergency management. Second, Ms. Mann is scheduled to teach her first graduate course, Intro to Emergency Management, this summer with Dr. Goodman. At the conference, she hopes that emergency management practitioners and faculty can offer direction and advice on how to make the course both interesting and practical. She also hopes that students will add what they found to be most interesting and helpful in their emergency management courses.

In the 2 days prior to the FEMA Higher Education Conference, Ms. Mann will attend the Returning to Katrina conference in Long Beach, Mississippi, where she and Dr. Ed French will present information from a chapter they co-wrote with Dr. Goodman on human resources and emergency management for Handbook of Human Resource Management in Government, edited by Stephen E. Condrey. She hopes that her first week of hurricane season is one that will be spent only discussing disasters.
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