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Ms. Valerie Lucus is currently the Emergency and Business Continuity Manager at the University of California (UC), Davis, and has been in the emergency management field for almost 20 years. Prior to UC Davis, she worked at the local government level, with a non-profit organization, and with a Federal Department of Energy lab.
Ms. Lucus received an M.S. in emergency services administration from California State University–Long Beach and a B.A. in communication studies from Sonoma State University. She writes regularly for the Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management and the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) Bulletin. She is currently writing the blog “Campus Emergency Management” for Emergency Management Magazine.
As the workshop chair for the IAEM University and College Committee, Ms. Lucus organized and presented an annual day-long workshop for emergency management practitioners at college and university campuses. These are held as part of the IAEM annual conference in Reno (2007), Kansas City (2008), and Orlando (2009). Ms. Lucus participated in a workgroup to develop the Federal Emergency Management Agency E363 course, Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for Higher Education, and she hosted the first public offering at UC Davis in December 2009.
For her work in developing the emergency management program at UC Davis, Ms. Lucus was the 2010 recipient of the Calvin Handy Award, recognizing an individual who made significant contributions to the area of public safety and security on campus. For her work within the UC system, she was named the 2010 Emergency Manager of the Year as part of the UC Risk Summit.
Ms. Lucus has attended the conference for several years, and she has two primary interests. One is trying to bring the academic and practitioner sides together. Even though they don’t often speak the same language, they have the same bottom line interest: programs that can protect life, property, and the environment. Her second interest is to promote the Foundation for Higher Education Accreditation and finding a way to accredit all those programs that are offering degrees and certificates against standards that would ensure the students can effectively take her place. Outside of that, Ms. Lucus is very much looking forward to the Wednesday night karaoke at the Pub.
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