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Ms. Rusti Liner has been a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) professional for 18 years, 11 of which have been in disaster response and recovery. She has worked as a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) contractor and employee and has been deployed on numerous short-term and long-term disasters. Ms. Liner’s training experience began in 1998, when she received her first ESRI Authorized Training Certificate. After several years of providing numerous GIS training workshops, she enrolled in the FEMA Train-the-Trainer program for HAZUS Multi-Hazards and became a FEMA-Certified trainer. One of her passions is to provide technical outreach to underprivileged communities, so she honed her skills by teaching at the Emergency Management Institute and donating some time to Native American programs in Mississippi and Louisiana. Ms. Liner holds an M.S. from the University of Southern Mississippi.
The Louisiana State University (LSU) Disaster Science and Management Program is an interdisciplinary program which provides students interested in emergency management-related careers in the public, not-for-profit, and private sectors with:

· A broad understanding of the nature and impact of disasters on the natural, built, and human environments; and
· A basis for establishing strategies to effectively plan for disasters, mitigate the adverse effects of disasters, respond to disasters, and recover from disasters.
Ms. Liner is attending this conference to share ideas and experiences with other higher education professionals. She currently serves as the project manager for the LSU Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan, and she would like to establish a Disaster-Resistant University technical working group that meets quarterly to discuss innovations in risk assessment methodologies and improved data coordination.
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