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Mr. Matthew Levesque is a senior studying mechanical engineering at Stony Brook University. He is representing his university’s Campus Community Emergency Response Team (C-CERT) program at the conference as the Chief of Operations. The C-CERT program was created in January 2009 with a starting group of seven members including Mr. Levesque. These seven members became the original command group upon which the organization was built around. It now consists of 50 dedicated students. The group has a full command structure, led by a Chief of Operations and two Deputy Chiefs. Below that are six Captains who each are assigned up to eight members. The members are required to attend a probationary class that takes three 8-hour days and includes subjects like first aid, crowd control, traffic control, and fire suppression.
Since its creation, the C-CERT has worked with numerous agencies on campus to help provide logistical support. These agencies include University Police, the Volunteer Ambulance Corp, and the Fire Marshals. This spring, the C-CERT participated in a joint drill involving approximately six different agencies on campus simulating a major accident at a research facility.

Mr. Levesque is attending this conference to promote C-CERT programs on university campuses. Having a dedicated group of students who can respond at any moment to an emergency on campus or in the community is an important part of any university’s emergency plan. Stony Brook’s

C-CERT program has already been contacted by multiple colleges in the northeast about starting

C-CERT programs including the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Seeing the interest and passion that Stony Brook C-CERT members have, Mr. Levesque feels this kind of program can be successful all over the country.

The last thing Mr. Levesque hopes to gain from the conference is to find out more about emergency management. Before he joined the C-CERT program, he had no knowledge of emergency protocol, but after being exposed to it, he cannot get enough of it. He hopes in the future to be able to combine his love of engineering with his passion for helping others in emergencies. At this conference, he hopes to be able to find some more information on possible choices for when he finishes his studies at Stony Brook University.
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