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Mr. Nicholas W. Lees is the Associate Dean for the College of Safety and Emergency Services at Columbia Southern University. He is responsible for undergraduate Occupational Safety & Health and Environmental Management programs and curriculum. He co-designed the original programs and was responsible for the full development of the new Master’s of Emergency Services Management program for the University that received State of Alabama and Distance Education and Training Council (DETC) approval in 2009. This degree program will launch in early 2010. Mr. Lees designed and developed the new Associate of Applied Science degree program for Occupational Safety & Health that received State of Alabama and DETC approval and launched in the spring of 2009. He is currently designing and coordinating the writing of new Homeland Security and Emergency Management programs at the Associate and Bachelor’s degree levels. In addition, he evaluates and recommends faculty and textbooks for courses; resolves problems and issues facing students and faculty within these programs; performs annual evaluation of faculty within the program; designs and implements revisions to the certificate program for industrial hygiene as well as the Certified Environmental Compliance Manager certificate program; and supervises the coordinator for the Safety and Environmental Programs.
From 1992 to 1994, Mr. Lees was the manager of Environmental Affairs for Clorox, Inc. He established an environmental program within the Forest Park plant that met and exceeded the mandates of all air, water, and hazardous waste permits and regulations, and he developed and established “in-house” training for a three-shift Emergency Response and Hazardous Material Team capable of implementing independent response to incidents as well as supporting the Chlorine Emergency Response Team when necessary. He developed and implemented the Spill Control and Countermeasure Plan and the Hazardous Emergency Response Plan for the Forest Park plant, including construction upgrades to all existing raw material and finished product tank farms.

From 1989 to 1992, Mr. Lees was the manager of Environmental Affairs for Bio-Lab, Inc., where he advised all corporate locations in the development of programs and procedures relating to compliance with Federal, State, and local regulations under safety, environmental, and fire codes mandates. Previously, he was the environmental coordinator for PPG Industries, Inc., where he managed environmental affairs at a paint and resin production facility. Mr. Lees’ other experience includes positions as senior environmental engineer of Health Effects of Toxic Substances for Georgia-Pacific Corporation, and Pollution Control and Occupational Health engineer with Fulton County (Atlanta, Georgia) Health Department.

Mr. Lees is a member of the American Society of Safety Engineers, the Academic Practice Specialty Group, and the Environmental Practice Specialty Group. He currently serves on the Advisory Board to the GreenBridge Council.

Mr. Lees holds a B.S. in biology from Oglethorpe University and an M.S. in nuclear engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology. He completed post-graduate studies in medical sciences at Emory University, and he is beginning coursework for a Ph.D. in public safety with an emergency management specialization from the School of Public Service Leadership, at Capella University.
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