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Mr. Michael James Kelley, Jr., is the First Vice President of the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM)-USA Student Region. Currently, he is finishing his undergraduate degree in Emergency and Disaster Management at American Military University (AMU). He is a member of the South Carolina Emergency Management Association, and he is currently serving as the Chapter President of the Epsilon Pi Phi Honor Society at AMU. He has made both the President’s and Dean’s Lists, and is a member of Golden Key International Honor Society.
A Maryland native and a 1999 graduate of Patuxent High School, Mr. Kelley reported for basic training at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, South Carolina. Following graduation from Marine Combat Training, he reported to the Air Traffic Control School in Pensacola, Florida. He earned initial Air Traffic Control qualifications at Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, South Carolina, where he served as a flight data controller, ground controller, and an On-the-Job Training instructor for both positions. He then reported to Marine Air Control Squadron 2, Detachment Alpha, where he continued to work as an Air Traffic Controller in the Operations Section.

Following his service in the Marines, Mr. Kelley remained in Beaufort, working in the private sector for several years, eventually taking a job with the American Red Cross as the Preparedness, Health and Safety Services director for the Palmetto Chapter. While there, he expanded the training and education program by adding many new classes to include becoming the only chapter in South Carolina authorized to teach First Responder Certification. In April 2008, he participated in Operation Vigilant Guard, functioning as a Red Cross liaison officer. Later that year, Mr. Kelley helped oversee Red Cross operations during Tropical Storm Hannah including writing the Incident Action Plan for the chapter. While working there, he completed the Federal Emergency Management Agency Professional Development Series. He also attended the Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) Hazmat Technician Course at the Center for Domestic Preparedness, and the Enhanced Incident Management/Unified Command Course at the National Emergency Response and Rescue Training Center. In the fall of 2008, he left the Red Cross to obtain his bachelor’s degree. Mr. Kelley briefly attended Frederick Community College before transferring to AMU in the spring 2009. 

Mr. Kelley is certified as an Associate Emergency Manager (AEM) by the IAEM and as an Advanced Level Emergency Manager (ALEM) by the Alabama Association of Emergency Managers, and he is a WMD Hazardous Materials Technician. He has received the Master Military Emergency Management Specialist Badge, the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, and the National Defense Service Medal. He is a qualified instructor for the Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program, the Community Emergency Response Team program, the Modular Emergency Response Radiological Transport Training course, and is a First Responder Instructor Trainer and a Military Emergency Management Specialist Academy Instructor.
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