R.D. KEEP, MEP
William Penn University
Oskaloosa, Iowa

4keeps@mahaska.org

Mr. R.D. Keep currently serves as adjunct faculty at William Penn University, a 4-year private liberal arts school in Oskaloosa, Iowa. He currently teaches a course in disaster management which includes incident command, National Incident Management System (NIMS), hospital incident command, and basic Public Information Officer training. Mr. Keep has been an education and exercise coordinator of hospitals and public health in southeast Iowa since 2003. His responsibilities include coordination and/or instruction of various preparedness trainings, and the design, development, conduct, and evaluation of exercises.
Mr. Keep served as the emergency management coordinator for Mahaska County, Iowa, from March 2001 until December 2008. He was also a member of a volunteer fire service for 8 years, reaching the rank of captain. He has held positions as editor and assistant editor at two daily newspapers in Iowa, which led to his instruction of the Federal Emergency Management Agency G290, Basic Public Information Officer course to a variety of disciplines. Mr. Keep is a member of the Iowa Public Health Association and the National Association of Public Address Announcers, and he is a Master Exercise Practitioner (MEP).

William Penn University began a bachelor’s in nursing program in the fall of 2009. Part of the leadership training is a disaster management course which includes incident command, NIMS, and public information. In addition, the course’s co-instructor taught disaster ethics and emergency nursing, and facilitated CPR instructor-level training. William Penn would like to explore the possibilities of certificate and degree programs in emergency management in the future. Mr. Keep is interested in learning how other institutions have begun their programs. He would also like to learn more techniques of adult education and better teaching methods.
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