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Ms. Therese Homer is currently the Chief of Public Safety at Miami Dade College–North Campus. As such, she instituted a community-oriented policing approach to the campus patrol structure. She oversees a force of approximately 100 public safety officers and administrative staff in addition to off-duty Miami Dade police officers at the North and Carrie P. Meek Entrepreneurial Center, a satellite campus of the North Campus. Ms. Homer developed and implemented a College Crime Watch Program for the campus, which includes hosting a crime prevention show called Safety First. The show is aired over a local cable company to more than 50,000 viewers. The Crime Watch Program also provides workshops and training on domestic violence and safety prevention to students, faculty, and staff.
Ms. Homer is an adjunct professor for criminal justice at American InterContinental University. She is also founder and chief executive officer of Domestic Violence Interventions of Florida, Inc., a non-profit agency that provides family and intimate violence training to law enforcement officers, community groups and organizations, churches, schools, etc. Ms. Homer is a 32-year veteran police officer, starting her law enforcement career in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1978 with the Atlanta Police Department. She served in the Executive Protection Department and was a bodyguard for Coretta Scott King among other dignitaries. She relocated to South Florida in October 1985, where she was hired as the first Black police officer for the town of Palm Beach Police Department.

Ms. Homer is a former division commander for the Opa-Locka Police Department’s Domestic Violence and Special Victims Unit which she developed and implemented in 1992. She is a national and international trainer on domestic violence, and she has presented workshops at the National Organizations for Victims Assistance Conference for the past several years statewide as well as in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. Ms. Homer is a subject matter expert on domestic violence for the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, and she is a Certified Law Enforcement Trainer.
Ms. Homer is the past chair of the Miami-Dade County Domestic Violence Oversight Board. She served in 2004 and 2005 and was re-elected chair in 2006; she was assistant governor from 2006 to 2009. She is currently a governor representative for Rotary District 6990, and she is a member of several Rotary District Committees such as Nominating Committee and Membership Committee. She has been a faculty member of the Rotary Leadership Institute since 2006. Ms. Homer was president of the Rotary Club of Opa-Locka from 2005 to 2006 and is currently chair of the Elder Program. She is the former chair of the State of Florida Governor’s Task Force against Domestic Violence; she has been a Task Force member since 1994 when she was appointed by the late Governor Lawton Chiles.

Ms. Homer has received numerous awards and recognition for her work in the area of domestic violence: 1995 finalist for the Governor’s Peace at Home Award; 1995 City of Miami Commission on the Status of Women’s Unsung Heroine Award; and 2004 Victims Assistance Award for outstanding work in the areas of law enforcement and domestic violence, among others. She recently received the 2008 Top Hat Award from the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and the 2007 Outstanding Achievement and Dedication in the Field of Law Enforcement Award from Iota Lambda Sorority, Gamma Alpha Chapter.

Ms. Homer holds a B.S. in sociology from Tuskegee Institute and an M.S. in criminal justice from Georgia State University.
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