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Dr. John M. Heller is Project Director for the Emergency Management Higher Education Grant (U.S. Department of Education, Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools) at Laramie County Community College (LCCC). LCCC has an Associates of Applied Science degree and Certificate program in Homeland Security. This course of study was approved by the Wyoming Community College Commission as a degree program in April 2006. More than 400 students attended homeland security courses in the academic year 2008–2009, and four degrees and eight certificates were awarded to homeland security students in May 2009 (the first graduating class).

LCCC has 22 courses and 1 intern course approved in the Homeland Security Program. The College is currently working on revising and updating curriculum development and documenting the program in the Worldwide Instructional Design. LCCC is fully accredited by the North Central Association Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement and is applying for accreditation of the Homeland Security Program from the Homeland Security and Defense Education Consortium Association.

Dr. Heller is a member of the International Association of Emergency Managers, the American Radio Relay League, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Legion, and the Air Force Association.

Dr. Heller is attending the Emergency Management Institute’s Higher Education Conference this year to discuss ways to improve the Homeland Security Program at LCCC; to discuss standards and accreditation of emergency management and homeland security programs at the community college level; and to discuss articulation with institutions offering bachelor’s degrees in emergency management or homeland security.
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