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Mr. Matthew R. Hart is the Emergency Management Operations Officer at the Massachusetts Maritime Academy, the highest ranking cadet in the degree program, and he serves as vice president of the Academy’s International Association of Emergency Managers Student Chapter. He is currently a junior at the Academy, working towards a B.S. in emergency management. Only his second year at the Academy, he is on pace to graduate in just 3 years with a 3.64 grade point average. Mr. Hart recently completed a 2-month internship with Region I of the Federal Emergency Management Agency in Boston, working for the Disaster Operations Division. He is currently seeking an internship for the upcoming summer in the private sector, doing business continuity/disaster recovery, to provide himself with a well-rounded education.
Mr. Hart was led to the field of emergency management as the result of having parents employed in related disciplines. His lengthy community service history coupled with having attained the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America allowed him to recognize that he wanted a career that would allow him to work closely and collaborate with colleagues in order to make a difference in the lives of others. No field could have been more fitting than emergency management.

The emergency management program at the Massachusetts Maritime Academy is one of the only science-based emergency management programs in the country. The Academy awards both B.S. and M.S. degrees in emergency management. A unique asset of the Academy is its multi-million dollar emergency management simulator, the country’s only emergency management simulator designed for civilian use. Both the undergraduate and graduate program courses utilize a variety of software including ESRI Arc GIS, MARPLOT, ALOHA, CAMEO, and HAZUS among others. Geographic Information Systems is a key component to the undergraduate program. The undergraduate curriculum can be found at http://www.maritime.edu/uploads/files/MSEP Department Curriculum 2010.pdf.
Mr. Hart is particularly interested in the various approaches used to teach emergency management and the results they achieve. Being enrolled in one of the only science-based emergency management programs in the country has led him to the belief that science-based undergraduate programs should be explored further. Mr. Hart hopes to earn an M.P.A. within 10 years of graduating, a move he feels is the next logical step following a science-based undergraduate degree in emergency management for those interested in a career in the public sector. He believes that there is a need for a national accrediting body for emergency management degree programs. Mr. Hart also feels it is imperative to include students in the exploration of the future of emergency management in higher education.
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