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Mr. Jim Gruenberg serves as the Assistant Director of the National Center for Medical Readiness (NCMR) at Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio, and the faculty as a clinical professional associate. Since 2006, NCMR has been a division of the Department of Emergency Medicine within the University’s Boonshoft School of Medicine and is focused on the emergency and disaster preparedness of the healthcare system and healthcare providers. Recently, NCMR was designated by Ohio Governor Strickland as a Center of Excellence within the University System of Ohio.
For NCMR, Mr. Gruenberg’s focus is on projects related to the U.S. Air Force Research Laboratory and joint technology and disaster preparedness initiatives. Also, he has been working closely with Air Force entities to develop civilian command and control decision-making methodologies and technologies for civilian patient evacuation. In light of these activities, he has also been active in course development in support of the center and university.

Mr. Gruenberg has 23 years of experience in the fire service, where he served in various leadership capacities. During his fire/EMS career, he led the development of Ohio Task Force One, Ohio’s FEMA urban search and rescue team. Under these auspices, he was a long-standing member of FEMA’s Red Incident Support Team and has a long deployment history, functioning in various command and support responsibilities including FEMA liaison to the New York City Fire Department during the World Trade Center event; executive officer to the Operations Section chief during Hurricane Katrina in Mississippi; and Operations Section chief for Hurricane Ike in Louisiana. Likewise, he served with the Ohio Department of Homeland Security as Special Projects coordinator, focused on National Incident Management System integration into the Ohio Response Plan.

Interestingly, Mr. Gruenberg is on the final legs of his master’s degree program in history with a focus on historical analysis for emergency management decision-making. His thesis topic is targeted to be the writing of a “new model monograph” history of a late 19th century disaster for the purpose of current decision-making.

As a first-timer to the conference, Mr. Gruenberg and NCMR are interested in networking with other universities, especially in the area of curriculum development methods and tools. He looks forward to this new opportunity.
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