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Mr. Ali M. Gheith is the Acting Director of the Emergency and Disaster Management Program (EDM) at the Metropolitan College of New York. The EDM Program offers an advanced degree (MPA) which covers the critical thinking and decision making skills necessary to support and supervise comprehensive, integrated, or effective management in the event of natural, system-wide, or human-induced crises. To accommodate career changes as well as professionals working in the field, classes meet on Friday evenings and Saturday during the day.
Mr. Gheith joined Project Liberty immediately following the disastrous events of 9/11, where he reached out to union workers at Ground Zero, addressed the special needs of vulnerable populations, and trained counselors on methods of providing culturally appropriate disaster mental health services to the diverse New York City (NYC) communities. He conducted the first known research on NYC Muslim mental health needs and the role of the imams into the day-to-day lives of the American-Muslim communities. Mr. Gheith is an expert on international affairs and Islamic and Middle Eastern studies. In early 2003, he joined the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene as a coordinator of Population-Based Resilience.

Mr. Gheith has responded to every major crisis since 9/11. Recently, he was assigned as regional coordinator for a citywide H1N1 vaccine campaign effort to inoculate New Yorkers. He is the author or co-author of journal articles and abstracts, and he is an extremely active figure in a number of professional organizations and a tireless advocate for the most vulnerable in our communities. He is the recipient of the NYC distinguished Service Award for his work with community and faith leaders across NYC.

Mr. Gheith is looking forward to networking with professionals in the emergency and disaster management field so that he may enhance his own expertise on how to improve his program curriculum to meet the new challenges of the market needs.
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