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Mr. Paul A. Garten is a Graduate Student in Elmira College’s Emergency Management Concentration M.S. degree program. He is also an independent consultant to Booz Allen Hamilton, currently working on a business case analysis to identify the feasibility and future basing location of a specific U.S. government national-level emergency response capability.
Mr. Garten’s experience includes a 23-year career with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). As the chief of the Bomb Data Center in Quantico, Virginia, he had executive responsibility for the operational activities of all 180 FBI Special Agent Bomb Technicians and the administration of the Hazardous Devices School. He contributed to the “National Strategy for IEDs” report. As a Special Mission Planner, Mr. Garten developed plans, and designed and controlled training exercises concerning the response to Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) incidents. He was the site controller for a portion of the 2006 TopOff 4 Command Post Exercise, and he was also a member of the U.S. government’s WMD national assets team. As a Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) squad supervisor in Washington, he jointly led the JTTF, comprised of task force officers from a total of 33 agencies.

Mr. Garten deployed to the Joint Operations Center in Arlington, Virginia, following the September 11th attack on the Pentagon. He has planned and participated in crisis management aspects of numerous special events. He co-chaired the Crisis Management Subcommittee for the 2001 Presidential Inauguration, and he wrote the interagency crisis management plan for the 30 participating law enforcement agencies. During the Nation’s :anthrax hysteria” in the fall of 2001, Mr. Garten supervised the daily operations of the WMD response squad in DC and resolved more than 2,000 reported possible WMD incidents in 3 months. He has coordinated and presented specialized training, particularly concerning explosives, render safe, and WMD incident response, to a wide variety of audiences.

Mr. Garten served in the U.S. Army Military Police Corps. He attained the rank of captain and was a certified Nuclear Weapons Courier Officer and subject matter expert on nuclear weapons security.

Mr. Garten holds a B.S. in commerce from the University of Virginia. He has attended numerous specialized professional training courses during his career and is a member of the International Association of Emergency Managers and the International Association of Bomb Technicians and Investigators. He is a retired certified bomb technician.

Mr. Garten is a lifelong learner who hopes to continue his education in the field of emergency preparedness and business continuity planning. He welcomes the opportunity to work with others to improve the emergency management profession and benefit others through training, exercises, and preparedness projects.
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