LARRY FOOTE
Emergency Management Director
Newton, New Hampshire
Mr. Larry Foote is the Emergency Management Director for Newton, New Hampshire, a position he had held for the past 2 years. For the past 20 years, he was a volunteer with the American Red Cross disaster team in Massachusetts, where he started out as a disaster volunteer taking care of fire victims and natural disasters like floods, hurricanes, etc. He obtained several training classes to move up to a team leader and then chairman of disaster services. Mr. Foote completed his national training and was able to travel to Texas for the floods and the big earthquake in Northridge, California, and to San Juan, Puerto Rico, for floods.
The Emergency Management Director position was not active when Mr. Foote applied for the position. Newton conducted nuclear power plant drills every 2 years with no emphasis on town-related disasters like snowstorms and floods. Mr. Foote had to start from scratch with all departments and bring them up to speed on National Incident Management System compliance. The town now has a new Emergency Operations Plan, and the Hazard Mitigation Plan is now in the hands of the Federal Emergency Management Agency for final approval. There was previously no plan in place for the elderly and disabled population during emergencies, but there is now a plan of action. Last year, the ice storm that hit the town proved the need for planning.

Mr. Foote would like to obtain a certificate in emergency management, but at this time, college is too expensive. Therefore, the Emergency Management Institute (EMI) and online training are opportunities for him to get great training from the best teachers out there. He hopes to learn from this conference which way is the best to obtain a degree, some insight on the online courses being offered, and what is available in the future at EMI. Mr. Foote and the town administrators are happy he was accepted to attend the conference. He knows he will get a lot from the conference and bring it back to New Hampshire.
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