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Dr. Ann-Margaret Esnard is a Professor of Urban and Regional Planning and the director of the Visual Planning Technology Lab at Florida Atlantic University. Her expertise encompasses Geographic Information System (GIS)/spatial analysis, coastal vulnerability assessment, land use planning, and disaster planning. She has designed GIS course curriculum and has taught GIS to students and professionals with diverse academic backgrounds since the early nineties. Dr. Esnard is involved in a number of related research initiatives and is the principal investigator for a 3-year National Science Foundation grant to study hurricane-related population displacement, housing, and land development policy issues in eight coastal States (North Carolina to Texas). She is the co-author of the Hypothetical City Workbook and has written on topics that include geospatial technologies, GIS education, public participation GIS, spatial analysis of New York metropolitan urban expansion, vulnerability assessments of coastal and flood hazards, quality of life and holistic disaster recovery, and environmental justice.
Dr. Esnard has served on a number of local, State, and national committees including the Steering Committee for Evaluation of the National Flood Insurance Program (directed by the American Institutes for Research on behalf of the Federal Emergency Management Agency) and the Disasters Roundtable of the National Academy of Sciences. She is currently a member of the State of Florida Post-Disaster Redevelopment Planning initiative and the National Research Council’s Committee on Private-Public Sector Collaboration to Enhance Community Disaster Resilience.

Dr. Esnard holds a B.Sc. in agricultural engineering from the University of the West Indies in Trinidad; an M.S. in agronomy and soils from the University of Puerto Rico-Mayaguez; and a Ph.D. in regional planning from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. She also completed a 2-year post-doc at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
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