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Dr. Frances L. Edwards is the Director of the Master of Public Administration Program and Professor of Political Science at San Jose State University (SJSU). She is deputy director of the SJSU Collaborative for Disaster Mitigation, and deputy director of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)                 National Transportation Security Center of Excellence at the Mineta Transportation Institute at SJSU, where she teaches emergency management for the Master of Science in Transportation Management (MSTM).
In 2009, Dr. Edwards was appointed the U.S. chair for the European Union’s CAST Project to create common curricula for first responders. She is a subject matter expert for DHS and has served as a Site Visitor for the National Science Foundation (NSF). She is a member of the American Society for Public Administration’s (ASPA) Hurricane Katrina Task Force, Haitian Earthquake Task Force, and the immediate past chair of ASPA’s Section on Emergency and Crisis Management. Dr. Edwards won the Petak Award for best paper in 2006. She has published more than 30 articles on emergency management-related issues in numerous journals including: The Public Manager (2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009); Journal of Contingency and Crisis Management (2009); State and Local Government Review (2007); and American Journal of Disaster Medicine (2008). She has organized earthquake preparedness workshops for the NSF, governments in Japan, and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). NATO and Terrorism: On Scene! Emergency Management After a Major Terrorist Attack, and NATO and Terrorism: Catastrophic Terrorism and First Responders, both with Friedrich Steinhausler, grew out of the NATO workshops. She has given papers at more than 30 conferences, including the 2nd Istanbul Conference on Democracy and Global Security, and she was a 2006 Fellow of the Foundation for Defense of Democracies. Dr. Edwards was a member of the California Seismic Safety Commission, contributing to the Homeowners Guide to Earthquake Preparedness, Commercial Property Owners Guide to Earthquake Preparedness, the Northridge earthquake reports, and the State’s earthquake mitigation plan.
Dr. Edwards’s recent publications include the Emergency Management Handbook for State-Level Transportation Agencies; The Role of Transportation in Campus Emergency Planning; “Supply Chain Security and the Need for Continuous Assessment” in Supply Chain Security: International Practices and Innovations in Moving Goods Safety and Efficiently, all with Daniel C. Goodrich; and two chapters in Minority Resilience and the Legacy of Disaster. She co-authored “Organizing for Emergency Management” with Goodrich in the International City/County Management Association “Green Book” Emergency Management published in 2007. Other homeland security publications include Saving Community Lifelines with Brian Jenkins, Implementation and Development of Vehicle Tracking and Immobilization Technologies, with Jenkins and Butterworth, and chapters in five other text and reference books. Previously, Dr. Edwards was director of the Office of Emergency Services in San Jose, managing Federal grant programs, and acting assistant chief, San Jose Fire Department. She represented emergency management on the 5-night “Bio-War” series on ABC’s “Nightline with Ted Koppel” in October 1999. She served on the Stanford University Working Group on Chemical and Biological Warfare, the Executive Session on Domestic Preparedness at Harvard University, and the National Academy of Sciences Institute of Medicine MMRS Review Committee. She was named Public Official of the Year 2002 by Governing Magazine, and one of the “Power 100 of Silicon Valley” by San Jose Magazine.
Dr. Edwards is attending the conference to network with colleagues and gain insight into campus emergency planning, and emergency management and homeland security education. SJSU offers Emergency Management as part of the M.P.A. program, and Emergency Management for Transportation Professionals (EMTP) within the MSTM program, which also offers a post-baccalaureate security certificate program with EMTP as one of the core courses.
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