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Dr. Thomas E. Drabek is a John Evans Professor and Professor, Emeritus at the University of Denver in Denver, Colorado. He retired from the University of Denver in 2004 after conducting disaster research for more than 40 years. During those years, he also taught undergraduate and graduate courses, served as department chair for nearly a decade, and was active on numerous college and university committees. Dr. Drabek was elected president of the Western Social Science Association (1970) and president of the International Sociological Association’s Research Committee on Disasters (1990–1994). He also served as the co-editor of the International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters (1986–1990). Currently, he serves on the Editorial Board of the Journal of Emergency Management, a post he has held for several years.
Dr. Drabek’s research has been published in a wide variety of peer-reviewed journals, and he has authored four instructor guides for the Federal Emergency Management Agency Higher Education Program, including The Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd edition (2004). Additionally, he has published more than two dozen books and monographs, including Human System Responses to Disaster (1986), Emergency Management: Principles and Practice for Local Governments (1991, co-edited with G.J. Hoetmer), and Strategies for Coordinating Disaster Responses (2003). In August 2007, Dr. Drabek was the third recipient of the E.L. Quarantelli Award for “outstanding contributions to Social Science Disaster Theory” by the International Research Committee on Disasters. In June 2008, he was awarded the first
Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard Award for “Academic Excellence in Emergency Management Higher Education.”

Dr. Drabek has continued writing and lecturing in the emergency field at a reduced pace since retirement. During the fall of 2009, his latest book was published by CRC Press, The Human Side of Disaster. This book will serve as a focal point for one of the conference breakout sessions. Following Dr. Drabek’s summary of his conference paper, he is looking forward to learning about the experiences of several instructors who have used his book in one of their courses. He also looks forward to collecting new ideas regarding the theoretical underpinnings of the emergency management profession, new social science-oriented research focused on post-disaster responses, and the profound implications inherent in a conceptual paradigm wherein disasters are viewed as non-routine social problems.
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