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Mr. Terrence B. (Terry) Downes is Executive Director of the Program on Homeland Security at Middlesex Community College (MCC) in Massachusetts. Largest of the State’s 15 public community colleges, MCC has 2 campuses: an urban campus in downtown Lowell and a suburban campus in Bedford. The Program on Homeland Security, founded in 2005, serves the needs of State and local professionals in homeland security and emergency management. It seeks to identify major emerging trends and threats involving public safety, homeland security, and public health, enlisting experts who can address those trends and make their expertise available to the professional community through full- and half-day conferences and seminars.

The Program’s conferences attract a cross-section of the response community, facilitating the goal of helping professionals build interagency and interpersonal relationships. Typical conference attendance includes representatives from regional law enforcement, EMS and fire departments, education (K–12 and higher education), medicine and nursing, public health, hospitals, private business and industry, and the media. In addition, public outreach is accomplished by providing timely analysis of breaking news on area radio stations and periodic contributions of commentary and analysis columns for The Lowell Sun, the region’s daily newspaper.

A former clerk/magistrate in the Massachusetts Trial Court and a former assistant district attorney, Mr. Downes has also served as an adjunct professor at Suffolk University Law School in Boston for more than two decades.
Mr. Downes says attending the EMI Higher Education Conference is a highlight of the year and an opportunity to learn what other institutions are doing to address the needs of their area homeland security and emergency management professionals, and to learn what education models are working most effectively around the United States, Canada, and other nations.
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