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After 37 years, Mr. Francis J. (Kip) Deleonibus retired from the Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire in Pennsylvania as the assistant fire chief. He was assigned to the Operations Division of the Bureau. Consisting of 630 members and 29 fire stations, he oversaw all operations of the Bureau of Fire. Most recently, he wrote the Bureau of Fire’s operational plan for the Group of 20 (G-20) Summit held in Pittsburgh in September 2009.
Following retirement, Mr. Deleonibus was hired by the Community College of Allegheny County (CCAC), Allegheny Campus, Public Safety Institute. He is currently the Project Coordinator for a grant received from the Department of Education entitled “Emergency Management for Higher Education” and his responsibilities consist of coordinating and implementing a fully integrated, campus-based, all-hazards emergency management plan to serve the four campuses and six educational centers throughout Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. Of the nine grant objectives, key are: National Incident Management System and Incident Command System training for college staff, security, faculty, and students; researching and recommending a college-wide, emergency communications system; creating campus response teams; and conducting tabletop exercises.
Mr. Deleonibus holds an associate’s degree in fire science, a bachelor’s degree in community and human services with a concentration in fire service administration, a master’s in executive fire service leadership, and he is currently working on an Ed.D., doctor of education in organizational leadership; he expects to complete the program in 2012.
CCAC is a 2-year, non-residential institution of higher learning. Offering many degree, certificate, and non-degree programs, CCAC is sprawled across Allegheny County. Administratively attached to each of the four campuses is an educational center (in different locations) in which classes are conducted at various times of the day. Mr. Deleonibus hopes to meet and dialogue with other emergency workers associated with institutions of higher learning. Hopefully, some fellow EMHE grantees are in attendance. He’d like to discuss the type of emergency notification systems being considered or currently in place on other campuses, the political roadblocks faced while attempting to meet grant objectives, assembling a campus-wide response team, and best practices conducted on other campuses.
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