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Mr. Peter J. Del Toro is the Assistant Director of the Strategic Issues Team of the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO). Often called the “Congressional watchdog,” GAO is an independent, nonpartisan agency that works for Congress and reports on, among other things, how well government programs and policies are meeting their objectives and whether Federal funds are being spent efficiently and effectively. His current portfolio focuses on intergovernmental programs, specifically those relating to long-term recovery after major disasters and the ongoing effort to rebuild the Gulf Coast in the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Over the last several years, Mr. Del Toro has directed reviews on numerous disaster-related topics including the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA’s) Public Assistance Grant program, the Office of the Federal Coordinator for Gulf Coast Recovery, the use of the Emergency Management Assistance Compact, and long-term recovery lessons from past disasters. He has also presented on Gulf Coast recovery issues at a variety of venues including events sponsored by the Library of Congress, the Brookings Institution, and the World Future Society.

Previously, Mr. Del Toro led GAO reviews on a range of management topics including training and development in the Federal government, human capital reforms, the use of performance measurement, and the implementation of the Government Performance and Results Act. He also serves as an adjunct faculty member in GAO’s Center for Performance and Learning, teaching classes on evaluation design and leadership. GAO honors include the agency’s Meritorious Service, Assistant Comptroller General, and Managing Director Awards.

Before joining GAO in 1998, Mr. Del Toro conducted program evaluations in New York on both the municipal and State levels. Working for the Speaker of the New York City Council, he directed the Council’s analysis of New York City’s annual performance plan and management report. He has also lectured on performance measurement at the City University of New York and has presented widely at management and human capital conferences.
Mr. Del Toro received a B.A. from Columbia College, Columbia University, and a Master of Public Policy and Public Administration from the Wagner School of Public Service, New York University.
At the 2010 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, Mr. Del Toro will be discussing GAO’s recent report on FEMA’s long-term community recovery assistance and ESF #14 (GAO-10-404), as well as his agency’s broader body of work in the area of disaster recovery.
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