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Mr. William R. Cumming, Esq. has been the President and Chief Executive Officer for the Vacation Lane Group (VLG) since October 1999. VLG is a non-profit Virginia corporation dedicated to operating in the context of a democratic society to assist in organizing and expanding knowledge of emergency management and homeland security. VLG is also concerned with policies and issues promoting the effective and efficient integration of technical advice (scientific, engineering, legal) for political decision-makers not expert in these disciplines during the crisis management and consequence management phases of all-hazard events including terrorist incidents and attacks and assisting in the effective coordination of the response of civil organizations to unexpected events. In addition, civil-military relationships that may occur during large-scale unexpected events are also the subject of VLG analysis, reports, and assistance.
Mr. Cumming served in numerous positions with the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA’s) Office of the General Counsel from 1979 to 1999 including: Senior Ethics Counsel; Acting Associate General Counsel for General Law; Assistant General Counsel for Program Law–Projects; Acting Associate General Counsel for Program Law; Associate General Counsel for Litigation. In his most recent position with FEMA, he administered the regulations promulgated by the Office of Government Ethics (OGE) as those regulations applied to appointees and employees of the Agency. He was also responsible for the first successful audit by OGE for its Ethics program since the inception of the Agency.

From 1974 to 1978, Mr. Cumming worked for the Office of the General Counsel with the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) as a supervisory trial attorney. He supervised seven attorneys and prepared all appropriate pleadings, motions, and appellate briefs in cases related to HUD programs in Federal trial and appellate courts. He was also the principal legal advisor to the Federal Insurance Administration and Federal Disaster Assistance Administration.

From 1971 to 1974, Mr. Cumming worked for the U.S. Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) as a tax law specialist and legal advisor in various sections of the IRS including the Assistant Commissioner (Technical); Assistant Commissioner (Stabilization); and Office of Chief Counsel. Mr. Cumming served in the U.S. Army from 1967–1970.
Mr. Cumming is the author of individual articles in various newsletters including: The American Civil Defense Association’s The Journal of Civil Defense; the American Strategic Defense Association’s ASDA Newsletter; and Best Practices in Emergency Services. He has also co-authored numerous articles in various books and journals.

Mr. Cumming holds a B.A. magna cum laude in history and international relations from Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and a juris doctor from the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Virginia. He also completed Artillery Officer Candidate School in Ft. Sill, Oklahoma.
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