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Ms. Janet L. Clements has served in leadership positions in the emergency management field for more than 25 years. She currently runs her own emergency management and homeland security consulting company. In addition, she serves as an Assistant Professor in the Emergency Management and Disaster Science Programs at the University of Richmond.
In 2010, Ms. Clements left government and her position as chief deputy State coordinator at the Virginia Department of Emergency Management (VDEM) after 25 years with the agency. She most recently held the position of deputy director at VDEM, where she oversaw all the operational and programmatic divisions of the agency. She served as Virginia’s emergency management representative on the National Capital Region’s Senior Policy Group for Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness. Ms. Clements was a member of the Commonwealth Preparedness Working Group and numerous other task forces and committees focused on strengthening Virginia’s all-hazard preparedness, response, and recovery efforts.

Prior to being appointed to this position in January 2003, Ms. Clements served as the agency’s Public Affairs director, where she was the chief spokesperson and handled media relations, marketing, and public information responsibilities. During her tenure with VDEM, she got first-hand experiences, both in Virginia and nationally, on how disasters affect people and their communities. In addition to being involved with numerous emergency incidents, she has worked 29 federally declared disasters including Hurricanes Fran, Floyd, and Isabel and the 2001 Pentagon terrorist attack in Arlington, Virginia.

Ms. Clements holds a B.A. in English, journalism and communications from Longwood University and a Master of Education degree in adult education and human resource development from Virginia Commonwealth University. She is a graduate of the Harvard University Kennedy School of Government National Preparedness Leadership Initiative. She has also served as a faculty member for the Virginia Executive Institute and the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Emergency Management Institute.
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