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Mr. Glenn M. Cannon was the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Assistant Administrator for Disaster Operations, responsible for coordinating the development and execution of interagency plans, policies, and procedures and for response operations in Presidential disaster and emergency declarations and other incidents of national significance. Mr. Cannon joined FEMA in June 2006 to become part of a small group of highly trained and experienced emergency management leaders, brought on in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, to build a “new” FEMA. He served previously as the manager of Public Safety for M/A-COM Wireless.
Mr. Cannon served as the manager and chief operating officer of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, from 1996 to 2001. He was responsible for the day-to-day operations of 7,800 employees, a $1 billion budget, and services for 1.4 million residents. Mr. Cannon also served as the director of the Allegheny County Emergency Management and Public Safety Departments and the director of the Division of the State Fire Marshal in Florida. He served in a number of leadership roles in the city of Pittsburgh including head of the Water and Sewer Authority and the Emergency Medical Services Department. Mr. Cannon served as the director of the Department of Public Safety, where he enhanced the city’s fire, law enforcement, public safety, and EMS capabilities.

A graduate of the Indiana University of Pennsylvania with a B.S. in education, Mr. Cannon began his public service career in 1966 in Indiana, Pennsylvania, with the Citizen’s Ambulance Service and later fought his first fire with the town’s volunteer fire department before becoming a member of the Monroeville Fire Department. Mr. Cannon, who was named one of the Top 100+ Pittsburghers of the 20th Century, holds a master’s in public management from Carnegie Mellon University and a law degree from Duquesne University. In May 2010, he was presented with an Honorary Doctor of Law degree from Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Cannon currently advises clients in the areas of public safety, emergency management, and disaster emergency communications. He is attending this conference to broaden his knowledge base in higher education emergency management program development and implementation.
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