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Ms. Samantha Brear is currently volunteering with the American Red Cross and is working towards a master’s degree in emergency management at the American Public University. “This degree provides students with graduate-level knowledge and associated critical thinking/decision making involved in planning, management, relief, and recovery for, in, and from public crises. As a core of study, students will be exposed to the history, theory, planning, management, response, relief, recovery, economics, and specific cases associated with public emergencies, disasters, and catastrophes. Included in the curriculum are natural, technical, and human-induced crises.”
Ms. Brear graduated from the University of Leeds, England, with a bachelor’s degree in human geography with an intention to pursue a career in emergency management. As part of her degree, she was required to produce a dissertation of her choice. Her chosen dissertation title was “How can socio-economic status affect the situation of an individual before, during, and after a natural disaster like Hurricane Ivan?” Hurricane Ivan had a devastating effect on the Cayman Islands in 2004. Her research showed some very interesting results that created a greater interest in emergency management.

This will be Ms. Brear’s first conference that she will attend relating to emergency management. She was highly interested in being a reporter and attending the Federal Emergency Management Agency Higher Education Conference as it will be an excellent way to hear what are the most important and current topics within the emergency management field and how these might be placed into courses for the future.

The conference will also be an excellent way to meet experienced emergency management professionals and to discuss with them face-to-face what can be done to improve the emergency management field. Ms. Brear would also like to discuss with emergency managers within the field how to get that first emergency management job once her master’s is completed. Many individuals obtain a master’s in emergency management after years of experience in the field, but there is an increasing amount of individuals who have gone straight to the master’s degree without having firsthand experience. It appears to be very hard to get into the field as all job applications require experience. The question is how do individuals get the experience they need to become emergency management professionals?

Ms. Brear would like to gain from the conference a new understanding of emergency management and where it is heading in the future. Topics that will be brought up within this conference are issues that need to be thought about and perhaps implemented to improve the emergency management field. She would also like to take away with her the best approach in getting the experience needed to become an excellent emergency manager.
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